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REVIEWS. 


Differential Diagnosis of the Separate Forms of Gallstone Dis¬ 
ease. By Prof. Hans Kehr (Halberstiult), Authorized translation hy 
William Wotkyns Seymour, A.B. Yale, M.D. Harvard. With an 
introduction by Prof, Kehr. 12mo, Pp. 370. Philadelphia: P. Blakia- 
ton's Hon & Co., 1901. 

Prop. Keiir divides this very excellent book into two parts, Part I. 
consisting of four lectures on the pathology, tho examination, the 
special diagnosis, and tho treatment of cholelithiasis, while Part II. 
gives tho clinical and operativo histories of ono hundred cases, illustrat¬ 
ing tho various conditions and difficulties which tho diseaso may present. 
In addition thore is an appendix containing tho histories of eighteen 
moro operativo cases, with remarks on inflammatory jaundice, and 
insidious infection of tho biliary system. 

Ill tho introduction Kehr states that ho has operated fi 47 times for 
gallstones, and his remarks and conclusion on tho diagnosis and treat¬ 
ment of cholelithiasis uro based on this enormous and unprecedented 
experience. It would, therefore, bo idle for 113 to criticise nis opinions 
on diagnosis or ojwrativo technique, for tho experience of surgeons in 
this country is limited to dozens of cases, whero ho deals in tno hun¬ 
dreds. In his opening lccturo I10 takes tho ground that few clinicians 
havo had tho experience to mnko an exact diagnosis in cholelithiasis, 
for tho reasons that tho oxpcrienco of tho majority is limited to cases 
subjected to medical treatment or thoso that como to tho post-mortem 
table. Tho book, tberoforo, is intended primarily to assist the general 

I iractitioncr in making an exact diagnosis, and detailing to lum tho 
>rillimit possibilities which surgical treatment holds out. 

Kehr states that tho symptoms of gal Is ton 0 diseaso arise almost 
invariably as the result of inflammation and infection ; in other words, 
that gallstones may remain nn indefinite timo in tho gall-bladder with¬ 
out occasioning a symptom until n trauma or infection occurs. The 
pain experienced, ho explains, is duo either to tho swelling of the gall¬ 
bladder nnd ducts or to adhesions binding these tracts to neighboring 
organs. That pain is excited by tho nicro presence of tho stone, he 
considers most unlikely nud very exceptional, even when tho stone is 
lodged in tho common duct. Ho nlso stntcs that tho majority of the 
pains which aro called cramps of tho stomach, occurring in adults, are 
of gallstono origin. 

Under tho bending of special diagnosis, tho subject-matter is extremely 
good mid rich in ideas, but tho arrangement of it is possibly not as sys¬ 
tematic a 3 it might bo. A conciso tablo in this chapter gives twelve 
different forms of tho diseaso with their prominent differential symptoms, 
and their npproprinto treatment. 

Tho chapter on treatment represents tho best modern views. lie does 
not ndvocato operation in every case whero gallstone is diagnosed, 
believing that many mild cases can be relieved under appropriate med¬ 
ical treatment. At tho snmo timo ho gives a clear picturoof tho results 
of prolonged medical treatment in cases whero tho knifo should have 
been used. lie, therefore, takes tho middle ground between von Win* 
niwater and Kraus, tho former believing that tho diagnosis of gallstone 
should indicato operation, nnd tho latter that surgical intervention 
should bo sought only upon a vital indication. Ho sums up tho action 
of tho Carlsbad treatment with Sprildol water in a few words: It 
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allays tho inflammation of tlio biliary passages and renders tho diseaso 
latent, freeing tho patient from pain, but has no power to dissolvo or 
remove tho stone. In other words, its action is like a hot poultico or 
opium. 

His operative statistics aro interesting. When tbo gallstones aro 
only found in tho gall-bladder his mortality has not yet exceeded 1 per 
cent. Where it is necessary to exciso tho gall-bladder tho mortality 
reaches 3 per cent., but when tho common duct has to bo incised It rises 
to 10 per cent. Tho troubles which sometimes develop after successful 
operation he ascribes usually to adhesions, tho fixation of tho gall¬ 
bladder to tho abdominal wall, etc., aud not to clones left behind or 
again developing. Many points in his operative technique will appeal 
to the surgeon. Ill's strong objections to exploratory puncture of tho 
gall-bladder or massngo of that organ when distended aro well taken, 
and ho places such procedures undor tho heading of technical sins. 

Dr. Sovmour has accomplished a good work for tho profession in 
reproducing in English tho experiences of so eminent an authority, and 
ho is to bo congratulated upon tho literalness of tho translation. 

b 1 Ii. G. Lb C. 


The Principles of Hygiene t A Practical Manual for Students, Physi¬ 
cians, and Health Officers. By D, II. Bf.rgby, A.M., M.D., First Assist¬ 
ant, Laboratory of Hygiene, University of Pennsylvania. Octavo volume 
of 495 pages, illustrated, Philadelphia and London: W. B. Saunders A 
Co., 1901. 

This very excellent and valuable book nresenlB in compact form a 
very clear exposition of the general principles of hygiene. The author 
disclaims in Ins preface any attempt to treat the sunjcct exhaustively, 
iiis object being " to give tho general principles upon which the health 
officer and the physician work in their respective capacities in dealing 
with conditions which are detrimental to health or which tend to im¬ 
prove it." 

The subjects considered inctudo air, ventilation, heating, water and 
water-supply, removal and disposal of sewage, garbage disposal, food 
and dieting, soil, habitations, vital causes of disease, disinfection, quar¬ 
antine, vital statistics, exercise, clothing, and military, naval, personal, 
industrial, and school hygiene, all of which are presented clearly, con¬ 
cisely, and attractively. Especially to bo commended is the chapter on 
vital causes of disease, tho consideration of immunity and susceptibility 
being handled with signal ability and tho whole subject presented in 
better form than, in the opinion of tho reviewer, ever before in a work 
of similar character. 

Tho book is faulty in some minor respects, such, for instance, ns 
including with implied approval the arbitrary standards of purity of 
drinking-waters, which have long since been abandoned as unscientific 
and untrustworthy; but, as a wliole, it commends itself for simplicity 
and accuracy. Tho appendix, containing rules for interchange of dif¬ 
ferent expressions of results obtained in analyses, for conversion of thor- 
mometrio degrees, etc., is, however, singularly unfortunate, sinco wrong 



